Rare species that show habitat specificity and an aversion to habitat disturbance may be common in the Orchidaceae (Tremblay et al. 1998; Bergman et al. 2006) . Nonetheless, most orchids may not be in such a critical state and many are, quite frankly, weedy. We may learn much about rare species by asking what makes other orchids common and resilient or actually dependent on change. Most orchids do occur in ephemeral or frequently disturbed habitats (Ackerman 1983; Catling 1996) whether they are pastures, roadsides, citrus groves, coffee and tea farms, or simply as epiphytes whose substrates, by definition, are temporary and run the gamut from durable tree trunks to short-lived twigs (Johansson 1974) .
Effective dispersal capabilities are essential for occupying ephemeral habitats. Certainly orchid seed morphology lends itself to the possibility of distance dispersal (Arditti & Ghani 2000; Murren & Ellison 1998) . In the West Indies, nearly 60% of the orchid species occur on more than one island and a floristic affinity analysis has indicated that geographical distance for these species is generally not a barrier to dispersal (Trejo-Torres & Ackerman 2001) .
The combination of mobility and widespread preference for ephemeral habitats appears to have given orchid populations a degree of resiliency that is generally underappreciated. We all know that deforestation, or habitat destruction is a common problem not only in the tropics but elsewhere throughout the world. A prime example is Puerto Rico where 95% of the forest cover was cut by the early 1940's (Brash 1987; Lugo et al. 1993 cited by Figueroa Colón 1996 , yet the number of orchid species lost from the flora has been less than 5%. Since then, forest recovery has been substantial and some orchid species have responded positively to the re-growth, a few becoming quite abundant in secondary habitats (Ackerman & Galarza-Pérez 1991) .
Orchids with rapidly expanding populations include natives, but non-natives everywhere are making their appearance (Table 1 ). In fact, the global compendium of weeds (www.hear.org/gcw/ index.html) lists over 90 orchid weeds! In Puerto Rico, a number of non-native orchids have persisted for a long time, but only recently have they become aggressive taking on weed-like characteristics. Such a demographic pattern is very typical of invasive species.
What makes an orchid weedy and invasive? Many plants that are classified as weeds have a suite of characteristics associated with colonization capabilities, and some of these features characterize orchids in general: abundant seed production (although in orchids effective population sizes may be small), distance dispersal, and weak competitive capabilities. Rapid development, autogamy and apomixis are also common features of weeds, but these are certainly not common features of orchids. From a sample of weedy orchids, we find a complete spectrum of breeding systems (e.g., Sun 1997), from apomictic or autogamous to outcrossing, and plants of the latter may be either self-compatible or -incompatible.
It is difficult to find a common thread among the invasive orchids. Some are understory plants; perhaps most prefer grassy roadsides, while a few others are epiphytes. Some are autogamous but others attract local pollinators with nectar rewards or by deceit, with pollination systems not unlike that of local species. Answers may rest not only with the distribution of appropriate habitat, but also with the players in the orchids' symbiotic relationships: pollinators and mycorrhizal fungi. Widespread species either specialize on widespread "partners" or are catholic with whom they play or exploit (cf. Bascompte et al. 2003; Vázquez & Aizen 2004) . The asymmetrical relationship between plants and their pollinators is well documented, but the relationship between orchids and their mycorrhizal symbionts is only just beginning to be revealed (e.g., Otero et al. 2002 Otero et al. , 2004 Taylor et al. 2003 ). What do rare species do? Again, we do not know this entirely but we can predict that constraints of specificity may have a role, whether it is the habitat, the pollinators, their mycorrhizal associations, or some combination of the three remains to be seen.
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